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Point-of-Information:  Little of what is presented in today’s edition was widely disseminated when President Obama came into office, and continues to be ignored by the media – both print and on air – that can only scream headlines over and over of the continued decline in the President’s approval ratings.  


The “cap and trade” bill that finally bit the dust earlier this year has been around for longer than many Americans realize.  It was out there during President George W. Bush’s first administration!  Also memorable is the uproar that occurred when the announcement from the Bush White House hit the air waves that scientific documents would be edited and approved by the White House prior to release.  


The Center for Public Integrity (the Center) is a Washington-based non-profit organization “dedicated to producing original, responsible investigative journalism on issues of public concern.”  As the Bush Administration drew to a close, the Center conducted an investigation into the level of government dysfunction.  The results were chronicled in Broken Government, “an examination of the worst systematic failures of the executive branch over the past eight years.”  The Center notes there were “more than 125 systematic across-the-breadth of the federal government,” during the 8-year Bush Administration.  

The Center’s news release recognized the following recurring themes during Bush’s Administration:  

· Agency appointees selected primarily for ideology and loyalty rather than experience;
· Agency heads overruled staff experts and suppressed reports that did not coincide with administration philosophy;  

· Agency-industry collusion;

· A bedrock belief in the wisdom of deregulation; 

· Extensive outsourcing of public functions;

· A general failure of government’s oversight responsibility; and 

· Severely slashed budgets at understaffed agencies that often left them unable to execute basic administrative functions.  

In the next few weeks, Seeing the Round Corners will present details involving the Center’s “Forty ways in which the federal government failed to perform under the Administration of George W. Bush, 2001-2008.”  The “forty-ways” list demonstrates just how “broke” the system was when the Obama Administration started its work, in addition to dealing with “the worst recession since the Great Depression.”  (Not all on the list will be presented in detail, just the most egregious in this writer’s opinion.)  

1. 45 million Americans without health care;
2. 60 percent of EPA scientists report political interference with their work;

3. 1,273 whistleblower complaints filed from 2002-2008:  1,256 were dismissed [that’s all dismissed except 17 complaints};
4. 190,000 U.S.-supplied weapons missing in Iraq;

5. $212.3 million in overcharges by Halliburton for Iraq oil reconstruction work

6. $455 billion deficit for fiscal year 2008; estimated to reach up to $1 trillion in 2009;

7. $9.91 billion for government secrecy in 2007 – a record;

8. 809 government laptops with sensitive information lost by FBI, Drug Enforcement Administration and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives;

9. 30 million pounds of beef recalled in 2007; 

10.  $300 billion over budget for Department of Defense weapons acquisitions;

11. Less than 3 percent of U.S. electricity needs met by alternative energy;

12.  2,145 troops killed and 21,000 injured in Iraq from March 2003 through November 1, 2008, by IEDs (improvised explosive devices) and other explosives – many while awaiting body armor.  Additionally, tens of thousands of Iraqis have been killed in the conflict;
13.  34.8 percent of oil used in America imported during Nixon Administration; 42.4 percent during the first Gulf War; 59.9 percent in 2006;

14.  $100 million for failed FBI computer network;

15.  $100 million in federal tax revenues lost annually to corporations using off-shore tax shelters; 

16.  163 million airline passengers delayed 320 million hours; cost to U.S. economy:  more than $41 billion in 2007; 

17.  $60 billion stolen in Medicare fraud each year; 

18.  2.5 billion toxic toys recalled in summer of 2007; 

19.  $12.5 billion for defective National Polar-Orbiting Environmental Satellite System; 

20.  $4 billion to upgrade National Security Agency computers that often crash, have trouble talking to each other, and lost key intelligence; 

21.  60,000 flights made by 46 Southwest Airline jets in violation of FAA safety directives due to lax FAA enforcement; 
22.  12.8 percent job turnover at Department of Homeland Security in 2006 – double that of any other cabinet-level agency;
23.  730,000 backlogged patent applications; 

24.  148,000 troops not enough to secure Iraq, enabling insurgency to take root;

25.  $1 billion, six-year “Reading First” program called ineffective by Department of Education Inspector General; 

26.  20,000 U.S. deaths annually from lack of pollution controls in diesel vehicles and power plants; 

27.  60,000 newborns a year at risk for neurological problems due to mercury emissions from coal-fired power plants; 

28. Two-thirds fewer clean ups of EPA Superfund toxic waste sites  during 2001-2008 than in previous six years; 

29.  935 demonstrably false statements in lead-up to Iraq War by President Bush and seven members of his administration;

30. At least $500 million for FEMA trailers contaminated by formaldehyde occupied by thousands displaced after Hurricane Katrina; 

31.  558 detainees of Guantanamo detention facility reduced to 255 after court-ordered case reviews; 

32.  26 percent of corporations holding at least $250 million in assets audited in 2006; percent audited in 1990:  more than 70 percent.  IRS audit staff slashed by 30 percent; 

33.  $431.5 billion spent on Medicare in 2007, double amount in 2001;

34.  47 dead in mining accidents in 2006 blamed on lax oversight; 

35.  $9 billion in federal oil and gas royalties mismanaged by agency linked to drug-and-sex scandal;

36.  275 largest U.S. corporations pay, on average, about 17 percent in taxes in 2007, half the standard corporate tax rate; 

37.  $45 trillion in credit-default swaps, without federal oversight, in 2007; 

38.  760,800 disability claims backlogged, awaiting hearings on Social Security Administration as of October 2008; 

39.  806,000 Veterans Affairs disability claims in 2006, up 39 percent since 2000; backlog reached 400,000 claims by February 2007; and 

40.  2,640 days Osama bin Laden at large since September 11, 2001 (as of December 10, 2008). 


The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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